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What to Watch Wednesday!: The Fault in Our
Stars
By Amanda Teeter

August 6, 2014

If you’re seeing The Fault in Our Stars and no one around you is crying, you’re probably surrounded
by sociopaths. You should leave.
The spectrum of emotions tied to this one simple love story is boundless. I read the book earlier this
year while I was on vacation. It was during one five-hour stretch of driving and I had read one other
book as well, I’m a rather fast reader, so I took maybe three hours to read it and I got a rather
concentrated dose of misery the first time. Here is proof that I read it, just in case you're doubting my
reader cred:
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Ignore the sleepy no-makeup vacation face, please.
The sadness is like... imagine Titanic times Mufasa’s death scene plus cancer.
For those of you who don’t know, or think I’m exaggerating, the story is about a teenage girl with
terminal cancer who then falls in love with a boy named Augustus Waters who is, in every way, a
wonderful character. He’s bright, funny, romantic, and values a good metaphor, and he’s a cancer
survivor. Far from perfect, but stunningly well-developed, this character, Augustus Waters, will steal
your heart at some point in the course of their little romance. If he doesn’t, you’re probably a
sociopath. You should leave.
Now, we know from the start that this cannot end well. The first-person narrator, Hazel, tells us on the
first page and in the opening sequence that she’s not going to sugarcoat it. She says there are two
ways to tell sad stories, and she’s going to tell the truth. If your tearjerker radar starts going off at this
point and you scramble to grab your popcorn and run for the door, pretending you stumbled into the
wrong theatre when looking for 22 Jump Street, no one would blame you. But, failing that, it really is
a great movie, and well worth the tears.
Though there are over-the-top romantic moments in the film, such as Augustus’ sacrifice of his “Wish”
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to help Hazel live out her dreams, most of the sentimentality in the film doesn’t feel forced. It feels
brutally honest. The relationship between Hazel and her parents is strained by the impending promise
of her death, and Hazel’s fear of hurting her loved ones is realistic and touching. If we can get past
that perhaps having two cancer patients fall in love is somewhat gimmicky to begin with, there really
are no gimmicks when it comes to the emotional drama of this movie. It’s all very realistic.
The film keeps to the book almost line-for-line, it holds the integrity of the original story very well.
The performances are beautifully done. Especially Shailene Woodley(Divergent) who plays Hazel did
an amazing job. The emotion she brings to the screen is so powerful, and it’s clear the young actress
has a long and respectable career ahead of her.
Fans of the book will not be disappointed. As promised by the wonderful, witty book by John Green,
the first tears of the film fall about twenty minutes in and only stop in brief intervals, but there is also a
lot of laughter, clever lines, powerful romantic scenes, and painfully honest accounts of life with
cancer.
* Spoilers, if you don’t mind*
The only thing that I disliked as a fan of the book, was that I felt like the psychological effects of Gus’
death on Hazel were somewhat neglected. She’s distraught of course, and it shows how much she
misses him and suffers, but in the book, the realization that so few people knew Gus and that so many
people were pretending to have been great friends with him now that he was gone was a huge
existential problem for Hazel. In the film, it’s not really addressed. The only tribute to this part of the
book I really found was that she does change her eulogy to appeal more to Gus’ parents than to Gus
himself, realizing that memorials and funerals are for the living and that the truth of his life, and their
love, would die with him.
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Tales and Dreams - A Diverse and Entertaining
Collection from Fontbonne University Students
By Kim Brennan ‘ August 7, 2014

Fontbonne students show their flair for fiction in Tales and Dreams, an anthology of student literary
work. This printed book is a collection of poems and short stories by Fontbonne students, giving the
Fontbonne community a glimpse at students’ best work. It can be bought on Lulu.com and Amazon
on August 10th.
The tremendous variety of styles and subject matter set this book apart. 12 different authors are
published in this book, each with a unique voice and perspective. For instance, in a powerfully
detailed story, Lindsay Schaefer describes a beautiful and generous life cut short unexpectedly, and
examines the ways a friend keeps her legacy alive. Schaefer’s serious treatment of loss contrasts with
the more upbeat stories, such as "Monsters" in which Amanda Teeter skillfully uses elements of horror
to lightheartedly portray a romance gone wrong. Veering away from the short story format, the book
contains several poems. I personally recommend reading "Lost Dog" by Marielle Counts, an uplifting
poem describing a great dog and instructing his finder on how to make him happy.
In addition to being entertaining, several of the stories challenge the reader to see things in a new way.
Notably, Michael Eck’s science fiction story "Wholesale" explores a world where people can swap out
their original bodies for custom designed bodies. The story raises questions about how stereotypes and
relationships would be affected if traits such as race, gender, height, etc., were fluid. Erica Lee takes a
different approach with a beautifully written piece of realistic fiction, in which she explores the
challenge of setting one’s own course in life when a parent and child’s values clash.
No book is perfect, and some aspects of this collection could be strengthened. I felt some of the
stories in this collection would be improved by expanding the resolutions. A perfect example is
Matthew Russo’s "Smile," a vividly detailed account of a day in the life of a teenage amusement park
photographer, Monroe. By following Monroe’s day at work, the reader learns about Monroe’s
attitudes toward his job, himself, and women. Despite Monroe’s very obvious flaws, I found myself
rooting for him. The whole story builds up to a moment in which Monroe assumes that a girl has a
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crush on him, and does something that puts him in a painfully awkward situation. The story ends here,
but I wish it wouldn’t. I want to know what happens next! Does Monroe fix the situation? Do people
make fun of him? Does this affect his view of women? Dating? Himself? Amusement parks?
Photography? Unfortunately, we readers don’t get to see how this experience changes Monroe. This
is a bummer because “Smile” is such a good story that I want to know what happens next.
But enough complaining. In conclusion, I highly recommend reading this book. The stories in this
anthology are thought-provoking, uplifting, and moving. Read it! You are sure to be blown away by
the work of Fontbonne’s very talented students.
And if you just can’t wait for your Fontbonne literature fix, check out student work published in the
Chiasma: http://fontbanner.fontbonne.edu/index.php/stories/category/chiasma
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How I Got Out of a Musical Rut
By Erica D. Lee 1 August 11, 2014

In a Musical Rut? Try #LifeSoundtracks.

A couple weeks ago, I started to experience an extremely frustrating music stand still. None of my 154
playlists on Spotify (yes, I am a tune-junkie) could curb that unsettling feeling of not having anything
to listen to to fit my particular mood. Now, this restless mood comes and goes every few months when
I've used up all the replays a person can handle on a single song or artist. I usually give it a few days to
blow over, but this particular time lasted more than a week, so I was inspired to reach out to the
community for aid in my predicament.

I added about thirty of my friends to a Facebook message group, that came to be called
#LifeSoundtracks, as sort of a semi-social experiment and a great excuse to discover new music. My
instructions were clear: "Name your top 3 songs of all time. Tell me why you chose them. Enjoy
discovering everyone else's choices. Leave the group if all this music chatter annoys you."
The influx of song choices was impressive. Some friends knew right away which three were their
favourites while others had to ruminate for a few days or look to iTunes for their most played songs. I
received a wide range of genres from metalcore band Avenged Sevenfold, to Crooners like Frank
Sinatra to the classical music of Mozart. Friends from different walks of life bonded over similar music
tastes and the experiences that were behind their choices. One brave woman shared about how "Walk
Away" by Five Finger Death Punch helped her deal with her feelings towards her parents as it is a
powerful song about a boy’s struggle with cutting off his father, and yet another attributed his healing
after a difficult break up to listening to "Blue Veins" by The Raconteurs on repeat. It was amazing
sitting back to watch my Brazilian, American, Singaporean and British friends connect through music
even though language might’ve been a barrier.
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I was pleasantly reminded of the power of music to heal people, help bridge cultural gaps, strengthen
relationships and give hope when troubles seem too difficult to deal with. My little experiment not only
brought me out of my music funk but also gave me insight into my friends’ lives and even my own as I
thought through my personal top three. I decided to participate as well and after much deliberation,
here are my top 3: "Heart-Shaped Box" by Nirvana, "La Vie En Rose" by Edith Piaf, and the last is a
tie between "Keep Yourself Warm" by Frightened Rabbits or "Listening to the Wind that Blows" by
Billy Bragg & Wilco. (Trust me, this is one of life’s toughest decisions.) All these songs are about love
and heartbreak, but the main draw they have is that they are all written very honestly and poetically. I
have spent many a sad night listening to one of these songs to refocus if I find myself becoming too
negative during a stressful period in life.

So, if you're ever in a musical pickle and desperately want to spice it up, give your friends a call and
get their top 3 s. Chances are you'll have at least one new band to listen to, a deeper connection with
your buddies and peace in that musical heart of yours. Go ahead. Try it.

Listen to the growing playlist here: Pallin' Around (#LifeSoundtracks) http://ow.lv/Aca7E
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Meet Joel Herman
By Amanda Teeter J August 11, 2014
Joel Herman "hit the ground running" when he started working at Fontbonne in December of 2012.
The friendly and bright spirited Assistant Director of Leadership Education and Student Activities
jumped right in mid-semester, helping with last year's ice skating event in the 7 Days of Christmas
initiative, and with different FAB events. Despite the chaos of joining the team right around Christmas
time, Herman has adjusted well.
"I'm really liking it here." Says Herman. "It's really great, a good mix of places I've been before. We
have a great community here." While Herman's job mainly entails advising FAB and CAB, assisting
with Focus, and overseeing student organizations, Herman is making it his personal goal to raise school
spirit, and revitalize student's enthusiasm about Fontbonne. "I'm excited to see Griffin pride grow," he
says, "I've seen a lot that are excited to be at Fontbonne, I want to see them be excited to be engaged
in Fontbonne. Let's be that school that packs the gym for a basketball game."
Herman says that his passion for school spirit stems from his background at Saint Louis University
where Billiken pride is abundant, however Herman believes that although Fontbonne may be smaller
as far as the number of students goes, we have the capacity to be just as prideful.
"It's not about the numbers that are [at a school event], but did the twenty people there have a good
time?" he says.
This semester, Herman has been hard at work, putting his plans for our student organizations into
motion.
"I've been working very closely with FAB on a restructuring of their board. The organization is aimed
at providing stronger commuter-based programming and more exciting weekend and off-campus
opportunities as well. They are on-track to host over 85 events next year based on our planning, so we
are very excited."
His ambition is high as ever. He is currently working on new orientation and welcome programs for
the summer and fall. Thanks to his positive attitude and immediate devotion to our school, we can
expect big things from Joel Herman in the future.
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Spreading Smiles
By Andie Taylor L August 11, 2014

I I

(The names in this piece have all been changed to protect the identities of those involved)
Morale among employees at McDonalds has, according to owner’s son Joe Smith, needed boosting for
quite some time. Behind the polite voices crooned into headsets to address drive-thru customers and
friendly faces painted on at the counter, the hidden lives of these minimum-wage-making minions are
inexplicably less pleasant.
Soon-to-be Zone manager and first generation American, Belma Kadric is a prime example. Her sweet,
calming voice encourages the cell-phone gabbing patron to “take their time” as the line of impatient,
caffeine-craving customers encircles the building. Once her microphone is silenced, however, a string
of bilingual expletives busts forth that can only be translated roughly into something along the lines of
“I know you know what you want, get off the cell phone before I cut you.”
On this day, Mr. Smith drove up in his Audi, polo shirt, and McDonald’s baseball cap and decreed that
it is no longer acceptable to use what is known as “the autogreeter,” a machine that greets drive-thru
customers for the order-taker if he or she is unable to drop whatever else they may be doing at a
moments’ notice, as it is not “friendly” enough an approach. From now on, employees must say things
such as “Good morning,” “Welcome back” and “See you tomorrow.” When crew claimed that they
felt they were being friendly, Mr. Smith claimed that their new job was to be “extra friendly.” One
crew trainer asked whether she should greet customers on her knees. She was ignored.
The employees expressed distaste for the new rules, claiming that the autogreeter allows them to
multi-task more efficiently and prevents them from being overwhelmed. Managers bent on fixing the
problem have come up with perhaps the most intriguing of mood-lightening tactics ever witnessed by a
fast food employee (aside from word scramble day, which compelled a lot of employees to partake in
those expletives we mentioned.) Deciding that, in light of employees’ disappointment in new policies,
drastic measures were to be taken to make the workers genuinely smile. Employees suggested their
disappointment be lifted by retaining their preferred policies or raising their pay, but management
knew better.
Manager, Katie Sullivan had the answer- pens. These were no ordinary pens, but bright yellow beacons
of joy, adorned with little smiley faces all around the perimeter. When one clicked the pen (admittedly
the most fun part of any pen) a different smile-related affirmation would appear inside of a glass
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window on the side of the pen. These were “Smiles are Contagious,” “Smiling Friends Can’t Be Beat,”
“Smiles show you care,” and “Smile at those you greet.” In addition to the enlightening message, the
phrases seem to form a rhyme scheme, invoking a sophisticated pleasure that only poetry can provide.
A number of these pens were skillfully placed at different areas of the store where pens are often a
necessity, such as the cash register where orders over $25 dollars needed to have signed receipts, or
near checklists which were to be initialed by whoever completed the tasks they listed. The intention
was that when someone needed to use a pen for one of these purposes, their day would be
exponentially improved. “I thought it would make [employees] happy.” Says Katie on the subject,
“[but]all my pens are gone.” And they are gone. These happiness-inducing miracles which were once
spread throughout the store are now nearly impossible to find. When we asked employees what
happened to the pens, they replied by smirking and shrugging.
Attempts to raise morale in the past have included the aforementioned word scramble day, in which
employees would be rewarded with scratch off tickets for decoding the scrambled McDonald’s-related
words. These words ranged from things like “Big Mac” to “Station Observation Checklist.” This
event was very effective at distracting employees from waiting on customers, but not horribly effective
at cheering anyone up. On the contrary, most employees seemed frustrated by the game, and only
more so when it was revealed that a few of the words meant to be unscrambled were, in fact, spelled
wrong.
Crew Appreciation Day was another willful attempt at keeping employees happy. On Crew
Appreciation Day, a collage was made from photos of smiling and grease-flecked workers in their
element, and captioned “thank you.” There were balloons as well.
Proven methods for raising morale have been discovered in the past, all of which have been deemed
inappropriate for the establishment. These methods include allowing drinks to be kept in various
workspaces, allowing a radio to be kept on in the grill area, and a slight lenience on the employee meal
policy (whereas two McChickens and one medium fry costs well under the five dollar limit, it can no
longer be permitted because, according to Mr. Smith Sr., a free meal consists of two items)
“I can’t get my sandwiches anymore, because they said that adding an extra piece of sausage to a
Sausage McGriddle makes it two sandwiches,” says one employee. Recently, single items worth
$4.99, such as the 5 piece Mighty Wings, have also been deemed off-limits.
“They said we only need water in the summer time,” says the grill opener. “It’s still really hot back
here.” Rule changes now require all drinks to be kept in the back of the store, where employees can
only access them during very slow periods.
The effectiveness of music to spread smiles is one that cannot be quelled however. Despite the
removal of the radio, employees are determined to enjoy this single luxury.
“They took my music?” scoffs Kadric. “Fine, I’ll sing louder.” Even without the music to follow, a
gleeful chorus of Miley Cyrus and Taylor Swift songs can still be heard echoing from behind the grill at
McDonald’s, only now the sound is courtesy of the talented individuals on the prep line.
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When Your Favorite Book is Set to Become a
Disney Movie...
By Erica D. Lee A August 11, 2014
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Madeleine L’Engle skillfully blends love, science and space travel in this fantasy novel A Wrinkle in
Time. Published in 1962, this story comes at the cusp of the dawn of information technology and is the
first in a series of five books that make up the Time Quintet. It was a sort of revolutionary book as it
had a female protagonist, which was uncommon during that time, and it addressed the concept of an
obvious evil. L’ Engle encountered at least 26 rejections from publishers before she met the right
publisher who was willing to back the children’s book.
The story follows awkward fourteen-year-old girl Meg Murry, her younger brother Charles Wallace
and their friend Calvin O’Keefe as they discover space and time travel with ethereal beings Mrs. Who,
Mrs. Whatsit, and Mrs. Which. The trio goes in search of the missing Mr. Murry, a scientist who knew
about a "Tesseract" - a tiny wrinkle in space that allows this time and space travel. They encounter a
great evil in IT on planet Camezotz and realize an even greater evil, The Dark Thing. The plot makes
mention to many Quantum Physics ideas and ends with the defeat of the lesser evil, and the return of
Mr. Murry to his family on Earth.
It is an enlightening story where love is a powerful weapon and fighting against evil is a right and
brave choice, even if it requires sacrifice. It also encourages ideas like standing up for oneself and
being comfortable with being different from everyone else. This book helped me as a young teen in a
time that was difficult for an awkward, white kid in a school full of Asians to fit in. I identified with
Meg Murry and Charles Wallace’s oddness and was spurred on to accept who I am through the
character’s struggles to do the right thing and love themselves. So, when it was announced several
days ago that A Wrinkle in Time would be adapted into a Disney movie (finally), I was thrilled. The
director is set to be Jennifer Lee, who co-directed and wrote the recent successful Disney movie
Frozen. Frozen gained rave reviews (Including one from us http://ow.lv/zi91i) and Jennifer Lee’s work
on portraying strong female protagonists makes her the perfect director to produce A Wrinkle in Time.
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Disney was reportedly very impressed with Lee’s proposal of the project. I am personally excited for
the Disney adaptation, and I have faith that Lee can bring out the strong female character in Meg
Murry while creatively displaying the science and space aspects of the book.
The themes of A Wrinkle in Time will constantly resonate with the world no matter what era it is, as
love, science, imagination and fighting against a greater evil will always be important. Read the book,
root for the Murry kids, and look forward to the Disney movie!
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Robin Williams - Uniting Generations Through
Laughter
By Amanda Teeter

August 12, 2014

As a child in the 90s, Robin Williams was a big part of my life growing up. He was in the movies I
watched with my grandma, he was in the movies I watched by myself, and he was in the movies my
parents watched that I couldn’t, but I knew that some glorious day when I was older, I would get to
know the secret contents of all those forbidden films with the Rs and PG-13s on the cover, and
eventually I did.
The staff of the Griffin Roar all expressed heartbreak this past Monday night when we heard of Robin
Williams’ apparent suicide. For many of us this was the first celebrity death that really made us feel
something. This was the first public figure to die that we realized now we really never imagined life
without. The enthusiasm to commemorate the man as best we could with our articles was immediate
and more emphatic than the desire to cover anything else this past year. It became clear that to this
small group of millenials he was an icon. We appreciate the innocent simplicity of films like Mrs.
Doubtfire and Hook that entertained us as we grew up, and as adolescents we learned from the ones
with more mature themes like Good Will Hunting. We grew up knowing the words to “You Ain’t
Never Had a Friend Like Me” and did fantasize about having a friend like the genie. We laughed, and
that was important.
The older we get, the more important that laughter is for everyone, and rarer as well. That’s why a
man who could bring laughter to anyone, from a three-year-old giggling while watching Aladdin to
adults enjoying stand-up routines, was able to latch onto the hearts of every single person on my
Facebook and Twitter feeds and probably yours too. Indiscriminately, he was loved and will continue
to be because the movies he made and the jokes he wrote were timeless. Even the dated ones were
timelessly funny. No, I didn’t understand when I was six that the genie was mimicking Groucho Marx,
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but I laughed. Our grandkids will laugh, too. And they’ll relate to the childlike innocence of his
character in Jumanji, and they’ll be inspired by his speeches in Dead Poets Society when they’re old
enough to understand. Everything he created is relatable on such a simple level that it doesn’t matter
who you are, where you came from, or what time you grew up in. His work is inherently
appreciatable.
So, collectively, the Griffin Roar staff would like to say Rest in Peace to Robin Williams, and thank
him for the smiles he brought us. We will each be writing a piece to commemorate our favorite films
of his this week as a tribute to the man who united generations through laughter, and who will continue
to do so even posthumously through his universally relatable work.
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Childhood Friend. We Will Miss You
By Corie Krisch 1 August 13, 2014

This past Monday (August 11th) breaking news was brought to us all, The Robin Williams committed
suicide. “This can’t be true”, said many people who were bom in the 90’s and grew up watching Robin
Williams. His death is the second celebrity to affect me; the first was John Ritter (I’m a huge fan of
Three’s Company). This week I have been seeing lots of people reminiscing about Williams and I
finally got to see an overall picture of his impact on the world. Believe me it is huge.
Growing up, I didn’t watch “normal” kids television. I watched black and white sitcoms, 80’s/90’s
sitcoms and Disney movies. The very first time I saw Williams was on the show Mork and Mindy. The
show was very quirky but hilarious. Mork and Mindy was about an alien named Mork comes down to
Earth from the planet Ork in a tiny, egged-shaped spaceship that barely fits one person. This show is
two decades before my time and I still find it funny. Williams was my introduction to comedy.
I also loved his big screen work. It took me a couple years to make the connection that Williams did
the voice of Genie in Disney’s Aladdin. Once I found out I was mind-blown. Throughout the years I
discovered so many films that he was in that made me laugh and brought joy to my Ufe. Flubber,
Jumanji, Mrs. Doubtfire, and R V just to name a few. He was the face of motion picture comedy and
he will never be forgotten.
Now, Williams, I believe, was not all about the fame and fortune. He was a nice, caring, and generous
man. He was and always be remembered as a sponsor and supporter of the St. Jude’s Children’s
Research Hospital. He was in multiple commercials to try raising awareness and money for cancer
research. It didn’t stop there. Williams was also a frequent visitor to the hospital visiting the children.
He made them laugh and forget that they had cancer. It meant the world to them; the little things in life
matter.
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It’s hard to come to terms with his death. He brought so much laughter and joy to our lives, so how
could someone be in such a low place to want to end their own life? As much as we would have liked
to know him personally, we didn’t. We have no idea what he was battling. Depression does exist and
it’s something someone doesn’t understand unless they are going through it. People can’t just “get over
it” and it’s not a phase. Please if you or someone you know has suicidal thoughts call the National
Suicide Hotline 1-800-273-8255 or for more information: http://www.suicidepreventionlifeline.org

Remember Robin Williams for who he was and how he affected each and every one of us. He will
always be in our hearts and on August 11th, 2014 we each lost a part of our childhood. Let his life be
an inspiration for us to impact the world like he did.
“No matter what people tell you, words and ideas can change the world” - Robin Williams 1951-2014
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lello Dolly at the Muny
By Kim Brennan 1 August 13, 2014

Hello Dolly!, playing at the St. Louis Muny through August 17, is a funny, upbeat show with beautiful
music, costumes, and scenery.
The musical focuses on Dolly Levi, a widowed marriage broker who shamelessly describes herself as a
professional "meddler," arranging people's Uves by finding them a spouse. She is on the hunt for a
husband herself because she wants someone to support her. She has selected a wealthy old man, Mr.
Vandergelder, who fits the bill. Vandergelder employs 2 store clerks, Bamaby and Cornelius who, due
to Vandergelder's harsh store rules, never have a night off. In this comedy, the 2 clerks sneak away
from the store and spend the day exploring New York. Dolly shows up and tricks 2 women into
thinking Bamaby and Cornelius are A-list socialites. The men try to play the roles of billionaires while
on a very tight budget, while the women are thrilled to be out on the town with such elegant
gentlemen. Meanwhile, Dolly's hilarious courtship of Mr. Vandergelder involves manipulation, deceit,
and red herrings.
This musical was surprisingly entertaining. Walking into Hello Dolly!, I had expected Dolly to be like
most classic Broadway heroines: sweet, selfless, and mature, overcoming obstacles in pursuit of tme
love. Dolly is delightfully none of the above. Obnoxious, manipulative, and mercenary? Yes. Maria
Von Trapp? Most definitely no. Despite her flaws, she is determined to see that everyone ends up
happy, and she regularly uses her skill at sweet-talk and manipulation to get her friends out of trouble.
Dolly is more than a funny character, though. Throughout the show, she speaks to her deceased
husband, Effam, asking him to give her a sign that he wouldn't mind if she married again. Through
these scenes, Dolly's character is developed, and the audience sees that she is a good person trying to
enjoy life while she can. Her unique personality makes her a memorable and likeable character.
The Muny pulled out all the stops for this show. The singing is exceptional. Beth Leavel, the actress
who plays Dolly, has a terrific voice which can be sweet or powerful, depending on the song. The
chorus is phenomenal, too, and the orchestra backs them up with an upbeat, exciting score. The
scenery is lovely; the show opens with a landscape of tum-of-the-century New York, Vandergelder's
store looks like it came straight out of a cowboy movie, and an upscale restaurant features a glamorous
stairway, perfect for Dolly's show-stopping return to the New York stage in the song "Hello, Dolly".
In short, this is a funny, uplifting show you won't forget. Dolly is a wild, unpredictable character, who
moves the story along a goofy course. For more information, visit The Muny's website at
http://munv.org/frontpage/25-munv-latest-news/10Q509-hello-dollv-show-guidelines

1 of 1

9/4/2014 11:01 AM

Fontbanner - What to Watch Wednesday!: Hook

http://fontbarmer.fontbonne.edu/index.php/stories/comments/what_to_...

What to Watch Wednesday!: Hook
By Amanda Teeter J August 13, 2014

We've fallen in love with Peter Pan a million times in a million different ways. The idea of eternal
youth is seductive to most people, so the fairytale has this universal appeal that touches such a wide
audience, but in all its traditional tellings, there is a saddening finality to the idea of adulthood. Of
course you can't remain a child forever unless you're Peter Pan, but childhood means adventure and
excitement and seeing the world through sparkling eyes. Adulthood is so very different than that and
once it's gone, you can never go back.
In that way, the legend of Peter Pan has always cautioned us against rushing the loss of innocence,
because it's something that never comes back. In addition to being one of the funniest movies I've ever
seen, Hook is different in a way that only Robin Williams could properly portray.
Williams' portrayal of a post-Neverland grown up Peter Pan (named Peter Banning in the "real" world)
is exactly what the young Peter Pan would expect it to be. Peter has left Neverland after falling in
love with Wendy's granddaughter, and being an adult makes him bitter, overworked, inattentive to his
children, and disapproving of all things mystical - Even flying in an airplane is terrifying to him,
symbolizing the way that he has become so distant from the boy who used to fly valiantly around on
his own. In the film, Peter has no memory of his life in Neverland but is forced to return there when
Captain Hook (Dustin Hoffman) kidnaps his children while visiting Granny Wendy (Maggie Smith).
As Peter's bitterness begins to fade throughout the film and he slowly recaptures that childlike spirit
that was Peter Pan, Williams' performance becomes increasingly unique to his typical style. Robin
Williams could be childlike and innocent in a way that few adults could, and he brought this talent to
the character defiantly. He became the same powerful, lovable character that had enchanted people
for decades, but this time, Peter Pan was an adult. The optimistic reimagining of the classic story
shows us that it is important to have the spirit of a child, but that adulthood is not so scary and final if
you can remember to retain or recapture that spirit.
Robin Williams had a gift for bringing that spirit to the screen and his films encourage us all to find the
child within us, to retain innocence in the form of adventure and laughter, and Hook is a prime
example of the amazing, simple but inspiring work he habitually entertained the world with.
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What to Watch Wednesday!: Jumanji
By Corie Krisch ; August 13, 2014

-lUMANji

Released in 1995, Jumanji is one of my favorite Robin William’s films. Also, this is one of the films
that sticks out from my childhood. As far as family movies go, Jumanji is scary. I wasn’t a “normal”
kid so that’s why I loved it. Who wouldn’t want a board game to come to life and have wild animals go
running around town? That is a perfect plot of a kid’s movie.
I have heard mixed feelings about this movie. That it is too scary for kids. As a kid I didn’t think it was
scary, then again I did watch a lot of mystery/suspense shows like Scooby-Doo and ysoon I would start
watching horror movies. Jumanji is a good medium between a kiddy movie and a suspense thriller.
As teenagers, Alan (Robin Williams) and a girl he really likes named Sarah (Bonnie Hunt) start playing
a board game that Alan found in a construction site. One night, Sarah comes to Alan’s house after the
family has a fight. Alan suggests they play the game that he found hours before. Alan rolls the dice,
moves the appropriate spaces and gets sucked into the game. Sarah gets all frazzled and gets chased
out of the house by bats. Years later, a new family moves into the same house, including the kids Judy
(Kristen Dunst) and Peter (Bradley Pierce). Judy hears weird noises from the attic after they are all
moved in. Curious as she is, she and peter go to investigate. They find the game and open it up to play
it, not knowing the adventure they are about to take.
They did as Alan and Sarah did years ago; rolled the dice and moved accordingly. Wild animals
appear. Soon they found Alan as an adult and he looked like he had been living the jungle for years.
He stresses to Judy and Peter that they need to find Sarah, so they all can finish the game and end all
the dangers that the game brought. Meanwhile wild animals are released and are destroying the town.
I will say that this does sound scary for a kid. I loved it though. I was fun, interesting and suspenseful.
Viewers have no idea what to expect; what animal was coming next or what they were going to do. My
favorite was the monkeys. They rummage through the refrigerator to eat all the food and make a big
mess in the kitchen. They also drove, stole and damage a police car.
I would recommend this movie to anyone because it's fun and adventurous. It’s one of Robin William’s
best and you can watch it on Netflix. So If you have never seen it or it’s been a while, go watch it now
and remember Robin Williams.

In memory of Robin Williams 1951-2014
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What to Watch Wednesday!: Aladdin
By Amanda Teeter ' August 12, 2014

Even Genie can’t bring people back from the dead (well, it’s not a pretty picture and he doesn’t like
doing it) but he can grant immortality, at least in the sense that the late Robin Williams will forever be
remembered for bringing him to life.
Even as the Disney fanatic you all know I am, I watch Disney’s films with a critical eye and a childlike
enthusiasm simultaneously. As such, I have a lot of criticisms to offer much of Disney’s work, but
Aladdin is one that I can’t seem to find much to complain about. Jasmine is a strong female lead who
defiantly takes agency of her own life, and even turns down her “prince” when he’s acting as
chauvinistic as the other characters until he gets his shit together. Aladdin is clearly flawed, a
homeless thief who used to be on Full House which just wasn’t that great a show, but is kind-hearted
and a good person in all the important ways, not at all like the personality-deprived princes of earlier
films. Jafar is a ruthless, terrifying villain. And Genie is awesome.
Seriously, it’s come to my attention as of late that people do exist who haven’t seen this movie.
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Most of them were already adults in the 90s but that’s not an excuse and I am encouraging those who
have lived this long without enjoying its wit and excitement to do so. I’m also encouraging those of
you who stopped watching cartoons ten years ago to please change your mind, and give this one
another shot with an adult eye.
The film is still mystifying to me as an adult, even as much so as it was as a child. Maybe I still have a
childlike view of the world, but even from an adult standpoint, what could be more seductive than an
exotic world of magic, true love defying all odds, and parrots who sound like Gilbert Gottfried?
The romance in Aladdin is great because they make sense together. Aladdin has more freedom and
adventure than he could ever hope for, but he lacks security, integrity, and respect, longing for a life
where he could have those things. Jasmine had security, riches, respect, and beauty, but she was
trapped by it. She longed for a life where she could make her own choices, have adventures, see the
world. Aladdin could bring Jasmine the adventure she craved, and Jasmine could bring Aladdin the
security he needed. It was a perfect balance. And most importantly, they fell in love before they each
knew that the other was the key to what they wanted most in life.
Genie is one of the most beloved characters of all time, Disney or otherwise, to me. He was funny, he
was witty, and he was unquestioningly reliable. A slave at first, he becomes so loyal to Aladdin, the
only man he’s ever served who showed concern for Genie himself rather than his abilities, that even
when set free, he remains and helps him, not as a servant but as a substantially more powerful friend.

In this thoroughly likable film full of so many wonderful characters, Genie stands out. He is the
character with the most wit and power, and is pretty much the sidekick to end all sidekicks. He totally
overshadows Aladdin in the film as far as being awesome goes, but he does so in a way that really
compliments Aladdin as a main character, and in the end it’s his almost fatherly love for Aladdin that
brings the film to its comfortingly cohesive end, where Genie finds that as long as he has his freedom
to leave, the desire to do so is gone. It’s the kind of sacrifice we often see female characters making,
giving up dreams to be with the man they love, but it’s different in a way that equalizes, abolishes
gender ideals, and makes the whole concept make sense. It’s a beautiful ending, showing all of us how
it’s important to have agency and be in charge of your own life, but also how important love of all
kinds is for our happiness.
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My Summer in Westeros - Falling in Love with
“Game of Thrones”
By Amanda Teeter

August 15, 2014

As a third-semester Senior, I’m finally graduating college in just a few short months. That makes this
my last week of Summer vacation ever. In my life. My final summer is over. Okay, so I’ll have
summers, yes, but from now on they’ll just be hotter versions of the rest of the year until I have my
own kids, and even then, they’ll just mean a change in my routine. Never again will summers be a
time of excused relaxation. I had to make my last summer awesome.

Of course, I’ve worked full time since I was sixteen, so it’s not like summers were really all that
relaxing for me, it was just that during the school year I had so much extra work to do on top of my
jobs that summers did seem relaxing and I was able to squeeze in so many extra leisurely activities like
traveling, falling in love, reading for fun.

And that’s how I spent my last summer. I read until my eyes felt parched and dry from forgetting to
blink. I was curious about reading A Song of Ice and Fire (more commonly referred to as Game of
Thrones- the title of the first book in the series and the TV show) for many reasons, mostly because I
was a reader and it just sounded amazing, and because the whole world was falling in love with it.
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After my brother started reading A Game of Thrones and seemed so caught up in its near-thousand
pages that he rarely surfaced for meals or video games, I was even more intrigued and I picked it up as
he eagerly moved on to A Storm of Swords.

In that moment this past May, it became clear that this was going to be a reading summer. And a little
bit of a falling in love summer too, because let’s face it, I love these books more than I’ve loved most
of my lovers. And my relationship with them has been very much the same.

When you’re in a relationship with A Song of Ice and Fire, you have to be aware that you’re entering
a very high-maintenance affair. It will take its emotional toll on you, convincing you to lose sleep and
rush through its thousands of pages, forcing you to stay off the internet and break off all connections
with the outside world for fear of spoilers, killing all your friends. It’s not a healthy relationship. But
in spite of all that it gives so much more than it takes.

Even if they are all likely to die, it gives you a million characters to fall in love with. It’s filled with
excitement of so many kinds. Not just with kings and successions, not just with romance and sex, not
just with violence and adventure. With all of it, and magic, dragons, incest, suspense, all within pages
soaked in the blood of all of your fictional comrades. Some of whom deserve it (Book 3 Spoiler: I was
wishing Shea’s death could have been much more violent and painful because, really, bitch? He
LOVED you). Others are just because George R. R. Martin is a very bad man. And if you’re listening,
George, I hate you so much! But please keep writing.

The other risk you take is the near-inevitable rift that these books will cause between you and your
friends. As a lover of Jon Snow, upon finding out that a dear friend was a stark defender (hahaha,
stark) of Catelyn, even in her cruel treatment of her bastard stepson, I’ll never look at this intelligent
young woman the same way. And my brother doesn’t like Tyrion. He doesn’t like Tyrion but loves
Petyr Baelish. This boy is my BLOOD. I have to live the rest of my life knowing my own kin would
rather pledge to house Baelish than Lannister, and that’s not something you can just get over.

Still, it’s worth it. Despite our difference, it’s brought my brother and I closer together, and it’s almost
like being part of an awesome club of people who know how amazing this fantasy world really is. So
much more amazing than real life. So I spent my final summer in Westeros, and I have no regrets now
that winter is coming.
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